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The  egg-feed  price  ratio  inthe  first  half  of  1 948  was  considerably  below  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1 9^7 .  Numbers  of  chickens  raised  in  1948  were  the  lowest  since 
1940  and  culling  of  old  birds  in  early  1948  was  heavier  than  usual.  The  number  of  hens 
and  pul lets  on  farms  at  the  beg i nn i ng  of  I  949  also  is  likely  to  be  the  lowest  since  1940c 
However,  in  line  with  past  relationships,  the  more  favorable  egg-feed  price  ratio  in 
prospect  for  late  1948  and  early  1943  is  likely  to  induce  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
number  of  chickens  raised  in  1949. 
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The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  at  a  Glance 
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THE      POULTRY      A  N  D      EGG  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  September  28,  1948 

SUMMARY 

Farm  prices  for  eggs  are  likely  to  average  almost  as  high  in  1949  as  in 
1948,  although  they  may  be  slightly  higher  during  the  first  half,  but  somewhat 
lower  in  the  fourth  quarter  as  compared  with  1948.    Chicken  and  broiler  prices 
are  expected  to  average  lower  during  1949,  with  the  largest  decrease  from  1948 
occurring  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year.     Prices  for  turkeys  next  year 
also  are  likely  to  average  somewhat  lower  than  in  1948,  particularly  during 
the  heavy  marketing  months. 

Total  returns  from  farm  sales  of  poultry  products  in  1949  are  not  likely 
to  be  quite  as  high  as  during  1948.     Cash  farm  receipts  from  eggs  and  broilers 
may  be  lov/er  with  broilers  down  the  most.     Cash  farm  receipts  from  chickens 
and  turkeys  should  be  about  the  same.     Lower  feed  prices  may  more  than  offset 
the  drop  in  receipts  so  that  net  farm  incomes  from  poultry  products  are  likely 
to  average  higher  even  though  many  other  costs  may  remain  high. 

Egg  production  during  the  first  two  quarters  of  1949  is  likely  to  be  about 
3  percent  under  1948.    By  the  fourth  quarter  of  1949,  however,  production  is 
expected  to  be  higher  than  during  the  latter  months  of  this  year.     Total  1949 
egg  production  may  be  about  as  large  as  in  1948.    A  continuation  of  the  upward 
trend  in  rate  of  lay  is  likely. 

An  increase  of  about  15  percent  in  the  number  of  chickens  raised  is 
probable  in  1949.    This,  if  realized,  would  result  by  1950  in  unusually  high 
egg  production.     Lower  feed  prices,  resulting  from  increased  feed  supplies  and 
egg  prices  almost  as  high  as  this  year  will  result  in  a  more  favorable  egg- 
feed  price  relationship,  particularly  during  the  hatching  season.  Commercial 
broiler  production  in  1949  is  likely  to  be  about  as  large  as  in  1948.  Record 
high  prices  for  turkeys  during  the  1948  marketing  season  and  lower  feed  prices 
in  late  1948  and  early  1949  are  likely  to  result  in  about  15  percent  more 
turkeys  raised  in  1949. 

Domestic  demand  for  poultry  products  is  likely  to  remain  strong  through 
most  of  1949,  with  some  lowering  possible  by  the.  last  quarter  when  a  substantial 
increase  is  expected  in  pork  supplies.     Consumer  expenditures  for  eggs,  chickens, 
and  turkeys  probably  will  be  close  to  1948  levels.     Less  than  4  percent  of 
1948  egg  supplies  and  an  insignificant  percentage  of  poultry  went  to  foreign 
outlets-     Such  outlets  are  likely  to  be  even  smaller  in  1949. 

On  the  basis  of  likely  production,  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  in  1949 
probably  will  be  about  the  same  as  in  1948.     Per  capita  consumption  of 
chicken  and  turkeys,  on  the  other  hand,  probably  will  be  higher. 
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.    -   OUTLOOK  FOR  1S49' 

Demand  for  Poultry  products  -to  ■  - 
Continue  Strong 


Largely  as  a  result  of  high-level  consumer  incomes .  demand  for  food 
products  has  attained  record  proportions  in  1948.     For  the  first  6  months  of 
1948,  disposable  income  was  at  a  record  annual  rate  of  jfjfi  billion  dollars,  10 
percent  above  a  year  earlier.     Exports  of  all  farm  products  were  moderately 
smaller<in  1948  than  in  1947.    With  over-all  food  supplies  per  person  4  percent 
smaller  than  last  year,  the  increased  level  of  consumer  buying  power  was  re- 
flected in  food  prices  somewhat  higher  than  those  of  1947. 

It  is  expected  that  consumer  incomes  will  continue  at  high  levels  during 
the  rest  of  1948  and  in  1949 ,  although  there  may  be  a  slight  down- turn  late 
in  1949.     For  1949  as  a  whole,  however,  consumer  incomes  probably  will  average 
about  the  same  as  in  1948,     It  is  probable  that  the  percentage  of  disposable 
income  spent  for  food  in  1949  will  decline  from' the  28  percent  in  1947  and  1948,.. 
but  will  be  above  the  23  percent  of  the  1935-39  period.    With  an  increase  in 
total  food  production  m  1949,  the  general  level  of  food  prices  may  be  slightly  . 
lower  than  the  average  for  1948. 

Demand  for  poultry  products  in  1949  is  not  likely  to  be  substantially  dif- 
ferent from  1948.    Consumer  expenditures  for  eggs ,  chickens,  and  turkeys 
probably  will  be  close  to  1948  levels.  -  Slightly  smaller  egg  supplies  probably 
villi  be  partly  offset  by  slightly  higher  average  prices  during  the  first  .half 
of  1949  than  in  the  first 'half  of  1948.     On  the  other  hand,  midwest era  egg 
prices  may  average  no  higher  than  in  1948 ,     Lower  average  prices  for  chickens 
and  turkeys  in  1949  may  be  nearly  offset  by  increased  consumption.    A  further 
factor  which  may  tend  to  lower  the  demand  for  poultry  products  somewhat  is  the 
slightly  larger  meat  supplies  expected  during  the  latter  part  of  1949. 

Smaller  1S49  Exports  Likely  >.... 

In'  most  years  prior  to  World  War  II  exports  and  imports  did  not  materially 
affect  the  domestic  situation  for  poultry  and  eggs.     Moderate  improvement  in 
egg  output  in  foreign  countries  in  1949,  continued  shortages  of  dollars,  and 
increased  availability  of  other  foodstuffs,  may  result  in  an"  appreciable  re- 
duction in  export  outlets  for  shell  eggs  and  egg  products.     The  1948  outlets, 
particularly  for  relief  feeding,  have  been  larger  than  previously  anticipated. 
These  requirements  have  been  largely  met  from  dried  egg  stocks  acquired  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  in  price-support  operations.     There  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  U.  S-  imports  of  poultry  from  Canada  in  1948,  but  with  heavier  domestic 
production  in  1949 3  this  "volume  is  likely' to  be  smaller. 

Egg  Prices  Probably  Higher  During  First  Half  of 
1949  Than  '1948  but  Lower  in  SeccM&'Half 

Egg  prices  are  likely  to  average  almost  as  high  in  1949  as  in  i948.  During 
the  first  half  of  the  year  they  are  expected  to  average  somewhat  higher.  By 
the  last  quarter,  however,  egg  prices  are  likely  to  be  lower  than  in  1948. 
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In  the  first  half  of  1949  continued  strong  -consumer  demand,,  smaller"  egg 
supplies,  and  smaller  meat  supplies  with  continuing  high  neat  prices,  all  will 
act  to  strengthen  egg  prices  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1948.  By  the 
last  quarter  of  1949,  these  factors  are  not  likely  to  be  a  strengthening  in- 
fluence.. Increased  numbers  of  chickens  raised  will  result  in  egg  production 
higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Consumer  incomes  may  decline  and  increased  moat 
supplies  probably  will  result  in  lower  meat  prices.  • 

Sgg  Production  About  the  Same  ' 
as  in  1948  ■ 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  announced  a  goal  for  hens 
and  pullets  on  January  1,  1949  of  425  million,  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 
However,  this  number  may  not  be  reached  because  of  the  15  percent  decrease  in  the 
number  of  farm  chickens  raised  in  1948  and  the  heavy  rate  of  culling  of  layers 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year.    Despite  lighter  culling  in  recent  months, 
the  number  of  layers  on  farms  in  August  1948  was-;still  3  percent  smaller  than  in 
August  1947.     The  number  of  pullets  not  of  laying  age  on  farms  September  1 
was  248  million,  8  percent  below  a  year  ago.    Although  farmers  probably  will 
carry  over  a  larger-than-usual  percentage  of  the  537  million  potential  layers 
on  farms  September  1,  1948,  numbers  by  January  1,  1949  are  likely  to.be  about 
5  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier';  '  ..  ' 

The  long-time  upward  trend  in  the  rate. of  lay  is  likely  to  continue  during 
1949.    During  1948,  the  average  annual  rate  of  lay  may  exceed  the  1947  record 
rate  of  158  eggs  partly  as  a  result  of  the- heavy  culling  early  in  1948  .  On 
the  basis  of.  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farms  January  1,  1948,  the  rate  of 
lay  this  year  should  about  equal  last  year's  127  eggs  per  bird. 

Egg  production  during  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1949  is  likely  to 
be  about  3  percent  under  corresponding  quarters  of  1948.    However,  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year,  output  will  increase  relative  to  corresponding  months  of 
1948  and  by  the  fourth  quarter  it  may  be  running  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 
For  the  year  1949,  total  egg  production  may  be  about  the  some  as  the  4.9  billion 
dozen  indicated  for  1948,  which  was  about  2  percent  below  1947,  but  nearly  50 
percent  above  1935-39. 

Larger  Feed  Supplies  for  1949 

Total  supplies  of  all  feed  concentrates  for  the  1948-49  season  will  be 
considerably  above  those  of  1947-48.     Increased  supplies  of  feed  grains  will 
be  the  main  reason,  although  big  crops  of  cotton,  and  soybeans  will  provide 
more  vegetable  protein  concentrates.     Supplies  of  animal  protein  are  expected 
to  be  about  the  s^me.  1  The  1948  crop  of  corn  is  of  record  proportions.  Wheat 
supplies  also  are  larger  than  a  year  ago  and  much  higher  than  prewar.  The 
total  feed-grain  supply  for  the  year  ahead,  estimated  at  142  million  tons,  is 
about  a  fifth  higher  than-  the  average  supply  for  the  prewar  years.  The 
number  of-  grain-consuming- livestock  to  be  fed  during  the  year  beginning  in 
October  is  only  slightly  above  the  1937-41  average. 
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Egg- Feed  price  Ratio  to  Average  Higher 

Vv'ith  egg  prices  slightly  higher  in  early  1949  than  during  early  1948. 
feed  supplies  larger,  and  feed  prices  about  one-fourth  lower^  than  a  year  earlier 
the  egg-feed  price  ratio  will  be  decidely  more  favorable  for  the  first  half  of 
1949.    Assuming  at  least  average  crop  yields,  and  with  larger  egg  supplies 
resulting  in  lower  egg  prices,  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  in  the  second  half  of 
1947  may  be  about  as  favorable  as  in  late  1948.    For  the  year  as  a  whole,  the 
egg-feed  price  ratio  is  likely  to  average  higher  than  in  1948. 

Inasmuch  as  the  extent  to  which  most  livestock  production  can  be  expanded 
within  a  year  is  limited,  supplies  per  livestock  unit  in  1948-49  are  expected 
to  be  one-fifth  greater  than  in  1947-48.     Sales  of  grain  by  farmers  this  year 
are  expected  to  be  much  greater,  and  therefore,  total  supplies  readily  avail- 
able for  poultry  production  in  deficit  feed  areas  in  1949  are  expected  to  be 
greater  than  during  the  current  year.    The  improved  feed  situation  over  a  year 
ago  with  substantially  larger  supplies  at  lower  prices,  is  expected  to  play  a 
major  part  in  fostering  an  increase  in  the  number  of  chickens  and  turkeys  raised 
in  1949. 

Total  Chicken  Output  in  1S49  to  be  Greater  Than 
1 948 ;  Prices  Likely  to  Average  Lower 

Total  supplies  of  chicken  in  1949  are  expected  to  be  somewhat  greater  than  I 
in  1948.    Chicken  prices  during  the  first  half  of  1949,  barring  any  serious 
overproduction  of  commercial  broilers,  are  likely  to  be  near  this  year's  level. 
By  late  1949,  however,  the  increased  volume  of  marketings  is  likely  to  depress 
prices. below  1948  levels,  assuming  consumers'  purchasing  power  near  late  1948 
levels.    For  1949  as  a  whole,  prices  may  average  somewhat  under  this  year. 
Any  substantial  decline  in  demand  during  the  latter  part  of  1949,  of  course, 
would  tend  to  lower  chicken  prices  further  relative  to  late  1948  levels. 

An  increase  in  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  from  the  previous  year  usually 
results  in  an  increase  in  the  number  of  farm  chickens  raised.    With  the  more 
favorable  egg-feed  price  ratio  in  prospect  for  the  latter  part  of  1948  and  the 
first  half  of  1949,  the  number  of  farm  chickens  raised  is  likely  to  be  about 
15  percent  higher  than  in  1948.    The  increased  production  of  poultry  meat  from 
farm  flocks,  however,  will  not  become  available  in  quantity  until  the  second 
half  of  1949. 

Commercial  broiler  output  for  the  year  as  a  whole  is  likely  to  be  about 
as  large  as  in  1948,  when  numbers  raised  will  approach  the  record  year  of  1945. 
In  view  of  the  larger  feed  supplies,  substantial  expansion  of  commercial 
broiler  output  is  likely  during  the  first  half  of  1949  compared  to  a  year 
earlier.    Increased  broiler  supplies  would  supplement  smaller  red  meat  sup- 
plies available  from  current  slaughter  and  reduced  withdrawals  from  storage  of 
farm  chickens  and  turkeys.     By  the  latter  half  of  1949,  however,  larger  market 
supplies  of  farm  chickens,  turkeys  and  red  meat  will  compete  to  some  extent 
with  broilers. 
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Chicken-food  price  ratios  in  194S  are  likely  to  average  higher  than  in 
1948,  with  the  greatest  relative  improvement  indicated  for  the  first  half  of 
the  year.    The  ratio  probably  will  be  lower  by  late  1949  than  is  expected  for 
the  latter  months  of  194Q. 

Turkey  Output  to  Increase  in  1949 

Growers  are  likely  to  increase  the  number  of  turkeys  raised  at  least 
15  percent  over  the  31.7  million  indicated  for  1948.    Record  farm  prices  during 
the  heavy  marketing  period  of  1946,  and  larger  supplies  of  feed  at  lower 
prices  during  both  the  final  months  of  the  1948  growing  season  end  the  1949 
hatching  season,  are  likely  to  bring  about  a  larger  output  in  1949.     In  antici- 
pation of  the  increased  demand  for  poults  during  the  194  9  hatching  season, 
the  number  of  breeder  hens  on  farms  January  1,  1949  will  be  larger  than  the 
2.8  million  on-  January  1,  1S48. 

Because  of  the  improved  feed  situation  in  the  letter  months  of  the  1948 
growing  season,  growers  may  feed  turkeys  to  slightly  heavier  weights  than  in 
1947.  Larger-than-usual  profits  on  birds  stored  during. the  past  year  will  tend 
to  bring  about  a  larger  into- storage  turkey  movement  this  year.  Consequently, 
supplies  for  consumption  during  the  1948  holiday  season  may  be  slightly  less 
than  would  otherwise  be  indicated  by  the  10  percent  smaller  number  raised  in 
1948. 

It  is  expected  that  growers  will  receivOi  on  the. average,  somewhat  lower 
prices  for  turkeys  in  1949 h  particularly  during  the  heavy  marketing  period. 
The  greatest  relative  decline  will  be  on  the  heavier  sizes.    The  turkey-feed 
price'  ratio,  however,  should  average  higher  Tor  most  of  the  year  than  in  1948, 
assuming  average  crop  yields  next  year. 

Egg  Consumption  Same ;  Chicken  and  Turkey 
Consumption  up  in  1949 

Civilian  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  in  1948  is  likely'-to  be  slightly 
under  the  380  eggs  consumed  in  1947,  with  1949  about  the  same' as  1948.  Increas 
quantities  of  chicken  and  turkey,  resulting  from  larger  1949  production,  are 
likely  to  raise  per  capita  consumption  of  chicken  in  1949  somewhat  above  the 
preliminary  indication  of  22.5  pounds. for  1948,  and  to  increase  the  per  capita 
consumption  of  turkey  considerably  above  the  3.4  pounds  indicated  for  1948; 

Cash  Receipts  from  Poultry  products  to  be  Almost 
as  High  as  1948 ,  Net  Incomes  Higher 

Poultrymen  are  expected  to  receive  almost  as  much  money  in  total  farm 
sales  of  poultry  products  in  1949  as  in  1948.     Some  decline  from  the  expected 
1948  record  gross  receipts  from  commercial  broilers  is  likely  in  1949.  Cash 
farm  receipts  from  eggs  are  expected  to  be  slightly  lower,  while  cash  farm 
receipts  from  chickens  and  turkeys  may  be  about- the  same.    More  favorable  price 
feed  relationships  than  in  1948  should  increase  net  income  above  1948  levels, 
despite  the  fact  that  many  other  costs  may  remain  high. 
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Price  Supports  for  Poultry  products 

V.'ith  shorter  supplies  and  higher  prices  of  eggs  during  the  first  half  of 
19^9  compared  with  a  year  ago,  the  need  for  support  purchases  should  be  less. 
However,  if  the  demand  for  shell  and  frozen  eggs  for  storage  should  drop  below 
thot  of  1948,  even  with  shorter  supplies,  support  purchases  might  be  about 
as  large  as  last  year.     Minimum  support  levels  will  be  close  to  1948  figures. 
As  of  August  15,  1943,  the  parity  index  stood  at  251,  the  same  as  on 
January  15,  19i6.    Through  the  week  of  September  25,  the  United  States  Departmen 
of  Agriculture  had  purchased  the  equivalent  of  about  77  million  dozen  eggs 
for  1948  price  support  purposes.    Total  purchases  for  price-support  purposes 
in  1948  probably  will  be  less  than  2  percent  of  egg  production. 

Y,o  support  programs  on  either  chickens  or  turkeys  have  been  necessary 
during  1948.     Eggs,  chickens,  end  turkeys  are.  among  the  "Steagall"  commodities 
which  are  to  by  supported  at  not  less  than  90  percent  of  parity  through 
December  31,  1948.    At  present,  the  Department  policy  is  to  support  eggs  on 
a  national  annual  basis. 

Under  the  Agricultural  Act  of  1948,  prices  of  chickens  and  eggs  are  to  be 
supported  at  90  percent  of  rarity  through  December  31,  1949.    Turkey  prices 
will  be  supported  at  not  less  than  60  percent  or  not  more  than  the  levels  at 
which  the  commodity  was  supported  in  1948.     Since  the  Department  was  committed  | 
to  90  percent  in  1948,  this  means  in  effect  90  percent  of  1948  parity. 

Beginning  January  1,  1950,  the  method  of  computing  parity  will  be 
modified.     The  new  method  will  result  in  parity  prices  relatively  lower  for 
eggs  and  higher  for  chickens  and  turkeys.    At  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  prices  of  these  products  may  be  supported  at  any  level  up  to 
90  percent  of  the  amended  parity,  except  that  under  certain  conditions  of 
emergency,  levels  can  be  established  above  90  percent. 

The  Act  also  provides  that  any  price-support  operation  undertaken  with 
respect  to  either  turkeys  or  chickens  shall  be  applicable  to  all  chickens, 
including  broilers,  after  appropriate  adjustments  for  differences  in  grade, 
tyP"3*  quality,  location  and  other  factors.     If  any  price-support  operation  is 
undertaken  on  either  chickens  or  turkeys,  the  same  parity  price  support  opera-  I 
tion  must  be  undertaken  with  respect  to  ducks,  ducklings,  and  other  poultry.  I 
A  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  Agricultural  Act  of  1948  as  it  relates  to 
eggs,  chickens,  and  turkeys  was  published  in  the  June-July  1946  Poultry  and 
Egg  Situation. 

Explanation  of  the  Three  Series  on 
Eggs  per  Bird 

With  the  substantial  increases  in  the  number  of  e0gs  per  hen  in  recent 
years,  a  popular  topic  in  the  poultry  industry,  there  may  often  be  some  ap- 
parent discrepancy  .in  figures  used  or  quoted.     This  situation  may  arise  from 
the  f&ct  that  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  publishes  three  different 
measures  of  the  number  of  eggs  per  hen.     It  is  desirable,  therefore,  to  know 
how  these  three  series  are  computed  and  what  they  represent. 
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The  oldest  series  on  eggs  per  hull  per  year  dates  beck  to  1309.     It  is 
obtained  by  dividing  total  annual  u.  S>  farm  egg  production  by  the  number  of 
potential  layers  on  farms  as  of  January  1,  which  includes  hens  Bid  pullets 
of  laying  age  and  also  pullets  not  of  laying  age.     This  series  is  often  re- 
ferred to  as  the  number  of  eggs  produced  per  hen  housed.     It  is  un  approximate 
measure  of  that  factor,  but  docs  not  allow  for  any  additional  calling  or  losses 
of  pullets  not  of  laying  age  that  might  occur  before  they  begin  to  lay,  nor 
for  hens  culled  after  the  pullets  are  housed  in  the  previous  fall.  Since 
total  egg  production  and  that  part  of  the  cost  of  egg  production  attr-.tatt.ble 
to  flock  depreciation  are  both  determined  to  a  large  extent  by  laying  house 
death  losses  and  culling,  the  eggs  per  hen  housed  series  is  regarded  by  many 
as  an  important  measure  of  overall  flock  efficiency. 

Prior  to  1957,  the  number  of  eggs  produced  per  year  per  potential  layer 
January  1  had  gradually  edged  upward,  although  showing  considerable  ye&r-to.-yeaj 
variation.     Some  of  the  year-to-year  variations  are  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  January  1  numbers  are  likely  to  be  low  relative  to  total  egg  production 
for  the  year  when  numbers  are  increasing  and  high  relative  to  total  egg 
production  when  numbers  are  declining.     The  rate  increased  from  about  86  eggs 
per  hen  in  1910-14  to  about  93  in  1930-34.     Starting  in  1937,  the  rate  of 
increase  was  much  greater.    Whereas  in  the  1955-39  period,  eggs  per  hen 
averaged  about  100,  in  1940-44  the  average  was  close  to  110.     Further  sharp 
increases  occurred  during  the  late  war  ana  postwar  periods  and  by  1947  a  rate 
of  127  eggs  per  hen  was  attained. 

The  series  usually  designated  as  the  average  rate  of  lay     (table  2, 
column  5)  is  obtained  by  dividing  total  annual  U.  S.  farm  egg  production  by 
the  average  number  of  layers  on  hand  during  the  year.     This  latter  number  is 
a  simple  average  of  the  average  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  each  month. 
The  third  series  on  annual  rate  of  lay  (table  2,  column  6)  is  the  sum  of 
the  eggs  per  100  layers  per  month  reduced  to  a  per  hen  per  year  basis.  In 
this  series,  monthly  total  U.  S.  egg  production  is  divided  by  the  average 
number  of  layers  on  farms  during  the  month.     Both  of  these  series  are  measures 
of  the  performance  of  layers  actually  on  hand  and  are  derived  from  the  same 
basic  data.     The  difference  in  statistical  procedure  results  in  the  third  series 
varying  up  to  5  eggs  greater  than  the  series  designated  average  rate  of  lay. 
Advocates  of  either  the  second  or  third  series  on  output  per  bird  may  contend 
that  good  management  of  laying  flocks  requires  a  considerable  degree  of 
flexibility  from  year  to  year  as  regards  the  timing  and  intensity  of  culling, 
and,  therefore,  the  object  of  good  management  should  not  be  to  retain  a  high 
percentage  of  January  1  potential  layers  irrespective  of  conditions, 

Since  the  two  latter  series  follow  each  other  closely,  conclusions  drawn 
with  recpect  to  one  series  are  approximately  correct  for  the  other.  During 
the  period  1925-2  9,  the  average  rate  of  lay  was  117  eggs  per  bird,     A  con- 
tinuing upward  trend  resulted  in  an  average  of  128  eggs  per  bird  for  the 
1935-59  period.     In  1340-4.4,  the  average  was  141  eggs.     The  number  increased 
sharply  after  1944  and  reached  158  eggs  per  hen  in  1947. 
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Table  1. -Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised,  and  hens  and  pullets  on  farms 

December  31,  Unitad  States,  1925-43 


Year 


Egg-feed 
price 
ratio* 
(weighted 

average ) 


Chickens 
raised 


:  Hens  and 
:  pullets 
:  on  farns 
: December 


Percentage 

Egg-feed  : 

price  : 

31 

ratio  : 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Tentative  indications  as  of  September  1948. 


Chickens 
raised 


:  Pounds 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Percent 

"ercei 

1925 

:  12.9 

679 

39*+ 

102 

103 

101 

1926 

:  13.5 

713 

»H5 

105 

106 

105 

1927 

:  13.4 

750 

427 

99 

104 

103 

1923 

:  12.2 

700 

404 

91 

93 

95 

1929 

.  13.1 

751 

420 

107 

107 

104 

1930 

:  13.3 

111 

402 

105 

104 

96 

1931 

10.6 

709 

386 

77 

91 

96 

1932 

:  11.6 

736 

391 

109 

104 

101 

1933 

:      14. 3 

750 

385 

123 

102 

93 

1934 

10.9 

644 

350 

76 

36 

91 

1935 

:     11.  h 

653 

363 

105 

102 

104 

1936 

:  13.1 

715 

380 

115 

109 

105 

1937  : 

9.4 

601 

353 

72 

84 

93 

1938  : 

11.4 

651 

376 

121 

108 

107 

1939 

12.6 

697 

393 

111 

107 

105 

1940 

10.  4 

634 

381 

83 

91 

97 

19^1 

11.5 

7U5 

428 

111 

118 

112 

19^2  : 

13.2 

844 

489 

115 

113 

114 

19^3  : 

14.7 

1,001 

524 

111 

119 

107 

1944  : 

11.2 

832 

474 

76 

83 

90 

19 

12.3 

915 

hik 

114 

110 

ICO 

19^6  : 

11.9 

ik'e 

U.36 

93 

82 

92 

19^7  1/  : 

11.3 

745 

428 

95 

100 

101 

1948  2/  : 

9.3 

635 

410 

86 

85 

96 

*  Weights  are  as  follows:  November  ,  1;  December,  2;  January,  3;  February,  4; 
March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1. 
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Tablo  2.-  Production  on  farms,  hens  and  pullets  on  farms  January  1,  average 


numb  sr 

of  layers  , 

and  rates  of 

lay, 

United 

States,  1909-48 

Total  annual 

liens  and 

•Eggs  per:Averag 

e  number : Avora.ro 

Annual  total  of 

farm  egg 

i  pullets  on  :    hen  ; 

of  layers 

:rato  of 

eggs  per  layer 

production 

i farms  Jan. 

1 :      1/  : 

per 

year 

xlay  2/ 

per  month  3/ 

£  / 

Million 

Million 

Number 

Million 

ITumb  or 

Numb  or 

1909  : 

25,300  - 

305 

83 

1910  : 

•2  7,000 

319 

8-5 

I'll      :  29,400 

342 

86 

1019  • 

20  300 

329 

86 

1JXO  i 

20,100 

327 

86 

i 

27, COO 

328 

85  •  ■ 

1915  ! 

20,900 

340 

88 

lal6 

23,800 

331 

87 

1917 

27,  700 

rr  o  1 
0<j'C 

86 

-1918 

'28,000 

326 

86 

^1°19 

30,500 

351 

87 

!l920  : 

29,700 

541 

87 

■ 

IS2I  : 

30,800 

a  rr  O 

DOC 

93 

|S22  : 

33,000 

5  54 

93 

1523  j 

35,000 

3  72 

94 

1924  : 

34,592 

390 

89 

1925  : 

34,969  : 

391 

90 

oil 

11 2 

114 

1926  : 

3  7,248 

394 

95 

315  ■ 

113 

'  1/30 

1S27  j 

38,627 

415 

93 

rr*  r?  f-\ 

ooo 

.  117 

..  ha 

1928  : 

33,  659 

42  7 

91 

326 

.  119 

119 

1929  : 

3  7,921 

404 

94 

318 

.    ,  119. 

•  121 

:  1S30  : 

39,067' 

420 

93 

jo  n  o  • 

121 

•  i22 

1931 

38,532 

■    402  ' 

96 

303 

12  7 

129 

3G,::98 

386 

94 

299 

121 

123 

IS33  : 

35,514 

391 

91 

300 

'  113 

119 

1934  . 

34,429 

535 

89 

291 

-  118 

119. 

;  1935  : 

33,609- 

350 

.  .96 

276 

'.' A  122 

124 

;  1936 

:  34,554 

5  o3 

95 

285 

■  ':  121 

1'23 

1 1937 

37,564 

•  580 

99 

n  on 

COO 

130 

131 

1933 

:  57,356 

ooo 

106 

276 

■  135 

137 

4-1939 

:  30,843 

376 

.    103  . 

290  . 

134 

:    ■  136. 

1 .1940 

!  33,595 

393 

101 

297 

134 

135 

1941 

!  41,878 

381 

110 

300 

!  139 

!  142 

1942 

t  48,597 

428 

114 

342 

'  142 

:  144 

(1943 

•  54,539 

489 

112 

383 

.    142  - 

•  •    :  144 

,1944 

:  53,530 

.  524 

112 

396 

:  148/ 

143- 

'1S45 

:  55,858 

474 

118 

369 

j  vl51 

j  152- 

U946 

:  55,590 

474 

117 

360 

155 

:  155' 

1947  4/ 

:  55,301 

437 

12  7 

351 

-  153 

"  i       i  159/' 

1948  y 

:  53,500 

423 

127 

337 

.'  :  159 

:  159': 

Total  annual  farm  eg;  production  divided  by  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farms 
Wanuary  1.    2/  Total  annual  farm  eg;  production  divided  by  average  number  of '  layers 
'  for  the  yearT    o/.  Annual  total  of  monthly  rates  of  lay.    For'  each  month'  these  are 
I  computed  by  dividing  monthly  farm  egg  production  by  average  nam -or  of  layers -for  the 
nonth.    4/  Preliminary.    -5/  Tentative  indications  as  of  September  1948. 


G'rST-SEPiii:a5ER  1948 


-  12  - 


co 
U 

i 

& 

-d 

CD 
!> 

•H 
<D 
O 
CD 
m 

CO 
CD 
O 
■H 

fl 


CO 

\U 

| 

vj 

•H 

OJ 

H 

CO 

CO 

tTTi 

_W 

J. 

rri 

g 

»— > 

j  i 
t-' 

UJ 

VJ 

rH 

\J 

c~* 

11/ 

CO 

I  1 

-T-* 

•H 

rr\ 

tu 

c, 

n> 

w 

H 

to 

•H 

© 

o 

o 

M 

•H 

M 

m 

c 

■H 

Fh 

o 

CO 

•H 

P< 

o 

<d 

a 

cd 

o 

CD 

M 

CD 

a 

c 

o 

•H 

-P 

o 

d 

o 

u 

taO 

f 

• 

CO 

o 


^  -d 

CO  CD 
,a  co 


Jh  d 


03 


© 

CO 

•H 

tin 

r— 1 

cd 

Fn 

a 

o 

>4 

-P  (1) 
•H  O 
^  -H 

as  U 


CD 

in 


CO 

ca 

d 

0 

w 

CD 

B 

CO 

to 

CD 

> 

M 

-p 

O 

•H 

cd^. 

a 

•H 

CD 

£h  r-ci 

CD 

Sh 

O 

° 

(3h 

CD 

.  >» 

d 

o 

O 

o 

1 

d 

Cm 

o 

H 

M 

C 

•H 

O 

M 

03 


COOHr--VOr-IHVOiHirNr— O  LfNVO  OVO  O)  i'O 

j-  o  0\  cm  rH  r>  o  itncp  t—  iT\  m  cr >  t*-  cj     covo  vo 

WCMHHHHOjHHHHHHWOOfOrororo 


co  t— co  cj  coco  h  co  vo  r-  -J-  co  ro  cm  vo  -3-  H  io.  oj 
HHHac\)WWWC\lWrfirornrnrorn4.i'OOcr) 


co  i— I  t^-^t  O  O  fOJ  On  VO        LPAO  i— I 

o.  o  o  r— i  on  r—  t— co  oj  co  co  a,  cm  oj 

HCVaJWHHHHaiCMWCOmn 


-ri-  rn  coco  CM  VO  co  OJ  00  1T\  LPAO  vo  ro 

co     mvo  cc  o  -3-  a.  oj  co  vo  j-  t^oc 

H  H  H  OJ  OJ  OJ  ro  OJ  CJ 


O  OJ  H  i— I  r—  r-00  LTvOJJ-HOJOHuA  ro  vo  o  ro 
ONCO  VO  -3-  rn  _=»-_*  -=i-  LTv-^l-      -=1"  LOr-cO  OnCnOJVO 

rlrlHHHHHHrlHHrlrlrlHrlHWW 


CO  -J"  CO  CO  LPs  CO  ONCO  ON-^  LTNOJCCO  lA  O  H  OCO 

ojco  ir\  t—i  on  H  Lr\LrNir\o->roLr\c?\-^--^'VOcovo 

OJ  H  (— I  H  HrlrlHHHrlHrKMOJWOJW 


iH  t—  O\V0  O-*C0  1AH  H  t---3-  LfA-d"  H  OJ  LTWO  LO.  U*\ 
LP  C—  O  0~:LOv-^-  IfvH  O  LrvOco-ct-d-O  r^i  H  ro 
L" —  C —  r—  C~—  r~  vo  vo  r— vo  vo  vo  vo  f— CO  OCO  CM-  t— vo 


O.OJ  OJ  LTnOCOCO  LT\  IfN  H  VO  CT\  lf>  O  VO  CvOVOCO 

LT\-d-  O  VO  LP  Is-  r—  t — CO  O-VOVOCO  CM  -=*  IT\  t~  H  ON 
cocorooj  OJ  CM  OJOJ  OJOi  OJ  OJ  0Jcocororo-d--d- 


cc  c —  vo  CM  CO  H-^-co  roro^t  o  itnO  H  LfNr— ltnco 

On  co  t— co  rod  H  o  r-co  coo  t—  OJ  t  t  lP\ 
OJOJHHHHOJa'OJOJ-HHOJrorocororoj- 


OVO  iH  LTNO  ONrHCO  O  rof-co  O  O  ITN  t  LfN  OJ  CO  Q 
VO  LfNiHOJVOVO  O  r—  ro  H  COO  O'LTNJ-  UNCOOri 
H  OJ  OJ  O  ONCO  CO  CO  H  H  OJ  CO  J-  O  LTNCO  VO  VO  VOuj 

ro  ro  co  ro  cj  cm  cm  OJ  ro  co  n  co  f^.j-  j-  j-  j-  j-^i 


o  . 

•H  ." 


09 


-i 

p 

D-i 
-Q 
CO 

in 
.'O 

:ro 
C05 

ctfl 


ONO  H  OJ  co-d-  itnVO  r-co  OnO  rH  0J  co-d"  ltnvO  r-CC 
CM  rororo(0(orocororo     J  ^-j-^J-JJ-^J 

r-lHl-irHHrHHHr-lrHrHH^IHrHHHfHHrH 


-o 

VrJ 

o 

■  .M 

M 

t  ,  aS  "cd 
;d  > 

CD  -H  ,.H 
-P    S  P 

,  W)  iH  -p 


h.0.- 

03 
>. 


rion 


co| 


PKS-129 


to 

-=}■ 
i 

on 

OJ 
ON 
H 


to 

CD 
-P 
CO 

-p 
CO 

-d 

CD 


CO 

t>> 
<D 

u 

>d 

s 

CO 


03 
C 
CD 

o 

•H 
O 


CO 

tiO 
© 

Ch 
O 

c 

o 

•H 

+3 

P. 


CO 

c 
o 
o 

c 

cd 

•H 

rH 

•H 

> 
•H 
O 

d 

cd 
o 

•H 

o 

■d 

o 

Ph 
i 


CD 
<H 

cd 
Eh 


O 


rp 


w 

•rll 


P  Ml 
rH  rrf 


IP-: 


Ph  cd  I  O 
o  ;Ph 


cd 


CD 

cd  H 
U  -P  <D 
CD  >H  XS 


cd 


cd 


(D  Ptfl 


h-cp^H  ,.<M  h  >•  t-  t>-.o  ir\.iA  t>-  cn  en  m  ifMr>.  ^ 
HHHaicviWWOlCAjairncf'irorocorriJ-J-J-  w~s 


ro  CM  4  H       H  On-4  VOOO  MO  On-4  O  VO  LTN  O.I  LTN  I 

h  ai  h^o  onco  SO  -4  ltn  ltn  on  r— vo  co  co  oj  ltn  roj   o_n  I 

OJOJCUOJOJOJOJOOCooo  oo-4  -4  -4  -4  J-  LfNVO  VO 


C—  C~-  cH  -4  OJHCO  t—  tr-  O  VO  LT\VO  CO  ONCO  oO  ltn  i  rO 
HHHWCA)OiaJWWC\irornnnroroJ44  kn 


CO  VO  -4  CO  -4"  C-—  H  VO  LTN  OJ  OA  LTN  CJ  f—  H  CO  f-  CO  ro 
rH  rH  rH  VO  OnCO  VO  VO  -tf  LTN  OJ  O  VO  On  LTN -4  O-CC  O  CO 
ojojcjojojojojcooo  ro  j-  .4  -4  -4-  -4  lT\VO  ^ovo  j- 


co  if\-4  r-  ooco  h  «h  o  co  r-  t--  u~\~i-  vo  co  on  ltn-4  m 

On  <H  On  On  O  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  O  co  o  vo  CO  uS  co  <S\J 
HC\IHHaiHHHHHr|HW(MrO(MCjaiaj.OJ 


ITN  LTNCO  CO  C^iCnONOJCMVOt^POUAtr-ON^OJOJH'.tfN 
H  u  \H  r-  u  NfO  H  oo  CO  ON  LTNCO  rH  On  LTN  VO  -4  -4  lTn  .O  - 
4-V04  J  irNCOMrorOHJ-J-  t-  O  ON  -4  F-  LTN  CO  cCU 

OiOJOJOJWOJOJCVJOJCMOJa'OJOOOOCOCOCOCOvr^ 


rH  OJ  -4  VO  -4  CO.  ON  ''O  LTN  On  r-  O .CO  ON  rH  ON  C-  CO  ON  -O 

O  rH  On  ON  O  CO  r—  IX.  l—VOCOCO  O  OO  O  C"— ON  LTN  CO  COM 
OJOJHHOJHHr-iHHHHOJC\JCOOJOJOJOJ<IV 


Ol  VO  VO  ifN  OJ  OJ  C —  CO  CO  LTNCO  -4  ON  H  LTN  ON  O  C--CO  O 

-4  OJ  OJ  VO  tr-  ON  ON  On  r-  H  LTN  rH  CO  -4  CO  r~-  ON  LTN  UN 

_4  VO  -4  -4  LTN  CO  OJ  CO  OJ  OJ  -4  LTN  C~-  OJ  H  CO  H  IfN  J"  CM 

OJO]OJOJOJCUOJCVICUOJOJOJOJOO-4p->-4  CO  CO  KN 


0J0NHHLTNl^C0C^V0c0rH^rHV0V0Or--=J-O  0> 
CO  OJ  CO  rH  ONCO  C— CO  O  O  H  H  rH  H  -4  LTN  On  F-CO  r- 
COCOCOCOOJ  OJ  CO  ojcococo  on  oooococooococoro. 


COCO  OCO  m04  H  t-t-  LTNCO  LTN -4"  ON  CO  LTNCO  +  w 
ONONOOlTNO-4VOCO  O  ITN  rH  O  COCO  CO  VO  ON  CO-TO  iH 
CO  0O-4  OJ  rH  O  0\  O  CO  CO_4   LTN -4"  -4"  t-~  t*~  OJ  (O  LTN  vC 

co  c" )  co  co  co  co  OJ  000000000000000000-4-4-4^ 


cu 


vo 


CO  r-  O  CO  ONCO  ON  LTN  ON-*  -4-  ON-*  LTN  f-  COCO  H  O  KN 

444HO^cO(^HriaJCvlJ-o\rnvOfonc\i  O 
cocorococooj  OJ  OJ  fi  m  rn  on  ro  roj-  j-  4  J-  4 


VOrHOJC--LTNVOrHVOCO_4rHCC   ON  LTN  ON  LTN  O  CO  ON  O 

t—CO  CO  OJ  LTN  LTNCO  NO  -4  OJ  VO  CO  OO  LT\  On  VO  OJ  CnVO  tr\ 

4lTMT>mC\JiHOH44  1TAOC0  4  0\roH  O  O  CT> 

mfnrofOfotocnrororotororn4  4  ltn.  lP\ ltn 


H|CM1 

On  O  rH  OJ  CO -it  iTxVO  C — CO  On  O  rH  OJ  co„r  it  VO  t-CO 

OJ  COCOCOCOOOCOCOCOCOCO-4--4-4-C  _"t  -4-4-4-4 
On  On  ON  On  ON  ON  ON  ON  On  On  On  ON  ON  ON  ON  On  ON  ON  On  On 
HrlHrlHHrlHH  rH'H'rl  H  rl  rl  H  H  H  rl  H 


>5 
W 

cd 

a 

•H 

•H 
rH 

0) 

rH 

Ph 
Hi 


CO 
-4 


u 

CD 

CD 

CO 

4H 

O 

ra 

crj 

m 
g 

•H 

-P 
CO 

o 

•H 


CD 
!> 

•H 
-P 

cd 
-p 

a 

<D 
Eh 

Ten 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 

BAE-PES-12'9  -10/1-4400  ' 
Permit  No.  1C01 


Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
payment  of  postage  $300 


LIERAR1T  . 
U  S  DEPT  OF  AGRICULTURE  ! 
FNS-X-MES3      WASHINGTON  p  C 


